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D r. Naumann on
The World War

By the Rev. Thomas B. Gregory
Osorlsht. 1UIB. by Tie Pwrn l'ubUnhlni Oo. (The N York WofHI.

PH. miKDHlOH NAUMAJMN of tho Uclchstag has been kind enough
I J to give ua an explanation ot the cause ot tho Great War. Tho

Doctor's explanation Is on a par with tho Indian's flrit glass of
soda water "damned nothing."

Of all the frothy, foamy, Insincere and hypocritical uttorancea that
havo been made since tho war began this ono 'from Naumann caps the
climax.

Montalgno remarks, In his EssAy on Honesty. "N'o man Is free from
saying allly things, but the misfortune Is when wo endeavor to give thera
an air of lmportanoe." Tho silliest of utterances Is Nauraann'a tpcech, and
yet he would havo us take It not only seriously but solemnly. Dodging
the real causa of tho awful calamity that besets us, he brazenly trumps up

fictitious cause and then asks us to hear htm with a straight face.
Naumann tells us that It was Just Pate, Destiny, that caused the war,
The Germans, of whom Dr. Naumann U one of tho most cultured (or

tea I tu red), aro accredited with having a profound knowledge ot and love
for the works of Shakespeare, but It seoms that the Doctor baa either
failed to road the great dramatist or has read him to but little profit.

Shakespeare (says, apropos of this "iflatfl" or "Destiny" which Naumann

t78 brought on tho war:
"Thin Is tho excellent foppery of tho world! That when wo are sick In

fortuno (often the surfeit of our own behavior), we make guilty of onr dls
astere the sun, the moon and stars: as It wc were villains by necessity,
fools by heavenly compulsion, knaves, thieves and treach era by spherical
predominance; drunkards, liars and adulterers by an enforced obedience

of nlanetary Influence and all that we aro evil in by a divine thrustlng-on- l

Tho premier intellect of the world had no respect for tho twaddle about
Tato" or "destiny."

It Is as clear aa day to every ranc, level-heade- d man and woman on

earth that It was not fate, but fatuity, the vanity and powor-lu- st of tho
fJerman rulers and people, that caued tho war that and nothing etae.

Dr. Naumann, seeking to play the cuttlefish role and becloud the facts,

mvs tho war 13 tho "Conflict of tho 8plrlts of the Nations." Fiddlesticks I

The war. down at bottom, is tho conflict of the spirit of Prusslanlsm and

ie spirits ot tho peoples who do not wish to becomo Prussianized.
There, reduced to the last analysis. Is tho plain truth about tho bed

eork cause of tho World-War- .

There would be something really masnlucent in a SPONTANEOUS

mnlct of the "Spirits of tho Nations." It would be even moro subllmo

ad soul-thrllll- than was tho battlo between God and Satan as told by

Milton In his Immortal epic of the "Paradise Lost
But and let Dr. Kriodrlch Nanmann clearly understand the fact

there was nothing spontaneous about tho launching of this fearful war.

It was simply the concluding act In the drama that had been in process
. . 1 i j ... it, nt- -ct staging lor moro wan nny years, mo ti.uuniuu mu mmo w

ianlsm had been laying since the Battle of Sadowa; tho object of which

mlno was to blow up all democratic institutions and make the whole world

a great, big. vulgar, materialized, brutalize Prussia.
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In place freo from drafts, tost for
leaks, storo lu a dark, cool, dry
place.

tho Intermittent boiling
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and store.
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